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MINUTES OF THE CALLED MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

April 11, 2013 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in called session on Thursday, April 

11, 2013 at 6:40 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington and Brenda McRae  

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Manager: Lee Bailey 

Interim Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

Absent: Katrina (Tina) W. Ross 

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. The purpose of the called meeting was to hold the Quarterly 

Developers’ Workshop scheduled for the first Board meeting of each quarter. One request was 

received. 

 

Mayor Biggers recognized Stephen Jackson to speak; Mr. Jackson told the Commissioners that 

the current Mint Hill Ordinance did not allow for LED signs; including, flashing or moving signs 

and cited the following sections of the Mint Hill Ordinance: 

Section 6.5 - Signs 

6.5.1 

General Provisions.  

A. The requirements of this Section 6.5 shall apply to signs in all districts, 

unless otherwise specifically noted.  

B. The area of signs composed in whole, or in part, of freestanding letters, 

devices or sculptured matter not mounted on a measurable surface, shall 

be construed to be the area of the least square, rectangle or circle that will 

enclose the letters, devices or sculptured matter. The area of a double-

faced sign shall be the area of one face of the sign.  

6.5.7 

Sign Lighting Standards.  

A. Lighted or luminous signs shall employ only devices emitting a light of 

constant intensity, and no signs shall be illuminated by a flashing, 

intermittent, rotating or moving light.  

B. Any illuminated sign or lighting device shall be so oriented as not to cast 

light upon a public right-of-way so as to cause glare or reflection that may 

constitute a traffic hazard or a nuisance or cast light upon adjacent 

property that may constitute a nuisance. Such signs or devices adjacent to 

a public street shall be subject to G.S. 136-32.2.  
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Mr. Jackson submitted a handout to the Commissioners outlining the positive aspects for 

allowing LED signs.  Electronic message centers: help build successful businesses, help control 

traffic by relaying information to drivers and clean up community streetscapes.  The LED signs 

don’t imply the Town has turned into the next “Vegas”, as they don’t flash but instead they 

become community landmarks.   

 

Mr. Jackson said the Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department and the Mint Hill Police Department 

have a lot of community involvement throughout the year; this type of sign would allow 

AMBER Alerts and road closures to be displayed.  A text amendment would benefit local 

community businesses, as well.  Currently, there are signs in Town that are in disrepair; a LED 

sign would be more aesthetically pleasing and would improve the look of the community.  Mr. 

Jackson noted that Earp’s and Shell were both using LED signs; if approved, other businesses 

may use the LED signs to advertise specials for food or produce.   

 

Mr. Jackson provided a copy of the following Ordinance from the Town of Matthews: 

 

Changeable Copy Sign.  Any sign that is designed so that copy can be periodically 

changes, either manually in the field or through mechanical or computerized methods, 

including but not limited to readerboards and computerized pixel-lit message boards. 

 

§ 153.143 FLASHING SIGNS, MOVING SIGNS, AND FLAGS. 

(A) Flashing and/or moving signs. In general, permanent and temporary signs in which 

all or any portion flashes; uses lights of intermittent illumination; uses lights of changing 

degrees of intensity; moves, rotates, or is animated by electrical or mechanical means; 

appears to move by electrical or mechanical means; is designed to be regularly set in 

motion by movement of the atmosphere in order to attract attention, shall be prohibited 

except as listed below: 

(1) That portion of a sign designed to move or flash which indicates only date, time 

and/or temperature shall be allowed. 

(2) Changeable copy signs shall not be considered flashing or moving signs for purposes 

of this subchapter when their copy does not change more often than one time every 12 

hours. 

 

 

Commissioner Austin said he appreciated Mr. Jackson’s preparation for the meeting.  

Commissioner Ellington asked how the signs could be controlled if the Ordinance was modified.  

Mr. Jackson suggested it wouldn’t be hard to control since the signs would display messages that 

were changed at certain intervals but would not flash.  Commissioner Austin said he liked the 

concept and would like to look into the option further.  Commissioner Ellington asked Mr. 

Jackson if the message would be stationary.  Mr. Jackson said yes, the message would be 

projected using LED lights and would not roll or flash.  The signs would provide for neater and 

cleaner signs.  Commissioner McRae asked if Mr. Jackson had discussed the idea of a text 

amendment with Town Staff.  Mr. Jackson responded that he had spoken to Margie Nichols, 
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Code Enforcement Officer and Dana Clukey, Senior Planner.  Mrs. Clukey instructed him to 

attend this meeting and then to move forward based on the discussion with the elected officials.  

Commissioner McRae asked if he was looking to re-write the proposed text to include temporary 

signs and he said no.  Commissioner McRae said it was something she thought the Board could 

look into further.  Mayor Biggers said the Board had embraced the idea of LED signs for 

government agencies.  He thought it would be very beneficial to display public information in 

this manner.  He thought the Board would need to discuss the option for businesses and he would 

ask that it be put on the agenda in the near future.   

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

Developers’ Workshop at 6:56 p.m. and called for a brief recess prior to the Board’s regular 

meetings scheduled for 7 p.m. 

 

 

______________________________         

Ted H. Biggers, Jr., Mayor     Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


